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Rep. Miller: Billion-Dollar Fixes For Traffic Congestion Problems Not 

Always the Best 
 

 

With the state facing a projected deficit of $600 million 
to $1 billion in 2006-2007, the Connecticut 
Transportation Strategy Board should be considering 
more modest ways to resolve the state’s traffic congestion 
problems instead of seeking funding for projects that 
could cost taxpayers billions over the next few years, 

state Representative Lawrence G. Miller, R-122nd District, said today.  

Representative Miller was responding to Transportation Strategy Board (TSB) Chairman 
R. Nelson Griebel’s recent challenge to Governor M. Jodi Rell and the Connecticut 
General Assembly to provide funding in the amount of $5.5 billion to pay for a variety or 
highway and rail improvements to resolve the state’s traffic congestion problems. The 
TSB has discussed raising gasoline, sales and income taxes, reinstating tolls on highways 
and dedicating the gross receipts tax to fund transportation projects aimed at reducing 
traffic congestion.  

“Considering the fact that Connecticut is facing a projected budget deficit that could be 
go as high as $1 billion in 2006 – 2007, this is not a good time to be requesting multi-
billion dollar fixes to traffic congestion problems. Less-expensive short-term solutions 
can and should be implemented that can provide immediate relief without imposing 
higher taxes on our already overburdened taxpayers,” Representative Miller said.  

“I have observed for years that 20 to 30 percent of the vehicles entering I-95 usually get 
off after passing two to three exits,” Representative Miller said. “In many Fairfield 
County municipalities, oil tanker trucks and other tractor trailer delivery vehicles lumber 
slowly up the ramp with full loads at speeds of 15 to 25 miles per hour and immediately 
encounter cars traveling at speeds of 60 miles per hour or more going from exit ramp to 
exit ramp within city limits.”  

“This is a dangerous situation that aggravates traffic congestion - and one that occurs 
throughout Fairfield County along I-95,” Representative Miller said. “The Transportation 
Strategy Board could help alleviate traffic congestion and make I-95 safer by using 
Jersey Barriers to close many of the exit-entrance ramps in thickly-settled areas along I-
95 at virtually no cost to the taxpayers. The result, based on my observations, could be a 
20 to 30 percent reduction in traffic congestion.”  



“Instead of issuing more reports calling for more expensive transportation projects and 
asking for more taxpayer dollars to pay for them, the Transportation Strategy Board and 
the Connecticut Department of Transportation should be taking action to significantly 
reduce traffic congestion in southwest Connecticut within the next few months - rather 
than years from now,” Representative Miller said. “The Department of Transportation 
has thousands of Jersey Barriers stockpiled around the state and should use them as 
quickly as possible to lower the volume of traffic on I-95. I also would support doubling 
fines for motorists who drive recklessly during peak hours.”  

“Clearly, I-95 and other interstate highways in Connecticut need to be reconfigured to 
more effectively address the transportation needs of the 21st Century. I-95 was designed 
and built about 50 years ago at a time when our state had a more industrialized economy 
and fewer people drove long distances to get to work,” Representative Miller said. 
“Although times have changed, Connecticut still continues to plan for our transportation 
future using concepts from the 1950’s and early 1960’s.”  

“The governor recognized the need for a stronger commitment to Fairfield County 
commuters and to mass transit when she authorized the acquisition of reconditioned used 
railcars and the establishment of more maintenance facilities to keep them operational,” 
Representative Miller said. “By contrast, neither the TSB nor ConnDOT have put 
together plans that will adequately address the deficiencies in our commuter rail system 
and significantly improve mass transit in Connecticut. With all due respect to the efforts 
of TSB and ConnDOT officials, I believe we could have gotten more imaginative and 
effective solutions to our current transportation problems by seeking proposals from our 
state’s universities and from the students currently attending them.”  

“I also believe it is time for mayors and first selectmen from throughout Fairfield County 
who have consistently fought efforts to close any of the entrance / exit ramps on I-95 in 
their towns to rethink their opposition to this inexpensive and effective short-term 
solution to our traffic congestion problems. I-95 and other interstate highways are there to 
move traffic through Connecticut smoothly and safely. They were not designed to 
provide shortcuts for drivers going from Point A to Point B within Fairfield County’s 
municipalities,” Representative Miller said. “If mayors and first selectmen from 
southwest Connecticut’s communities continue to oppose practical, realistic solutions to 
our transportation gridlock problems, it may be time for the state legislature to consider 
placing appropriate strings on future grants to their towns.”  

 


